Bonjour Quebec city!

. HlGH N Ds
‘ . On January 24, students from Lawton and Highlands schools headed
to Quebec City for a week long adventure. This incredible opportu-
NEWSLETTER #40 nity is made possible by an exchange program, the Society for Educa-
January 2011 tion Visits and Exchanges in Canada (SEVEC), which covers the stu-

dent’' s travel cost s.
Mr. David Colburn

Trustee Lawton and Highlands, both junior highs, are twinned with a high

school in Quebec City, and the students will be billeted with host
families. The exchange will be reciprocated in April when the Quebec
City students come to Edmonton.

Mr. Edgar Schmidt
Superintendent of
Schools

While in Quebec City, the 24 students will be connecting with their
peers, participating in the Winter Carnival, and touring the ice hotel
and sugar shack. Students will also be visiting with some seniors,
showing them postcards of Edmonton and talking about the city where
they live.

Mr. Ken LeLacheur
Principal

Ms Shannon Gilson
Assistant Principal

For these students, this is a chance of a lifetime which they may never
have had if it were not for this innovative exchange program. In fact,
for many, this will be their first time on
an airplane and traveling out of the prov-
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Principal 6s Messa

Happy New Year! For those people celebrating Chinese New Year, Happy Year of the Rab-
bit. Gong Xi!

We are now half way through the 2010-2011 school year with much learning still in store. We
have had several changes at the school for the rest of the year. Mr. Wilcox is now the Principal
of Grace Martin School. Mrs. Gilson has stepped into the Assistant Principal position and will
guide us through the rest of the year. Mr. Blair Finlayson has joined us to teach Phys. Ed, So-
cial and Leadership. Mrs. Amy Hines will teach drama and K&E classes. These changes en-
able us to offer more choices to students, including more Foods and Extra P.E. classes. Mr.
Wong will offer a new Robotics and Engineering option for grade seven and eight, and an extra
Science course for grade nines.

The next 3 months give students time to start thinking about next year. Grade nines will learn
more about high school with visits to and from Eastglen High School. Highlands will have our
own Open House on March 24, from 6-8 pm. Before that, we invite local elementary students
to join us for our annual Highlands Young Readers Conference on February 25. See inside for
more information.

As always we have a large number of programs in addition to our great academics for our stu-

dents. Basketball and wrestling teams are challenging oppositions in the City Junior High

League. The after school recreation program, fitness club, and walking club are all up and
“running” . We appreciate all the extra effor
with our students.

Over the next few months, all Edmonton Public School students will have the opportunity to
choose their schools for next year. All of the high schools will have Open House and Informa-
tion meetings for prospective students. (see inside)

As mentioned above, we will have our own Open House on March 24. If you have friends,
neighbours or relatives who are looking for a solid junior high experience for their children, in-
vite them to come see us!

Ken Lelacheur

Principal
Highlands Parent Council Megting
Mowday, February 7, at &:30 pwm. ln the Library
This iIis a great opportunity to be iInvolved
other pavents, and provide insight to help Highlands to continue to move forwarol
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No School
Monday, February 21
Family Day!

Highlands Sports Teams!
Basketball
The Highlands Basketball team this year is aco -ed team made up
of both boys and girls. So far, the team has been
working hard on developing basic skills and improving
overall athleticism. Regularly scheduled practices

Hi ghl ands Young Reader

GET READY HIGHLANDS!! On February 25 we
will be holding the 8th annual Highlands Young
Reader's ConferentéVoo-Hoo!!

We are lucky (again) this year to have local authors,
artists, performers and fellow book lovers! Our speak-
ers this year include: Spyder Yardley-Jones, Laurie
Greenwood, Kath Maclean, Lyle Weiss, Aaron
Paquette, Danielle Metcalf-Chenail, Shane
Grundy, Charlotte and Sarah Command,
Judith Graves, and, once again we will be
welcoming grade 6 students from
neighboring schools to join us. It is bound
to be an awesome morning!
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REMINDER:
New pre-enrolment deadline

The District’s new pre-enrolment registration deadline will
be April 15, 2011 for all schools, Kindergarten to Grade 12.

The shift forward in the pre-enrolment timeline is intended to provide schools
with more time to finalize their staffing arrangements, which take place after the
pre-enrolment deadline.

By ensuring staff are in place earlier, schools and teachers will have more time
to develop plans on how best to support the students they will serve in the next
school year.

Please be advised of the following key registration dates:

* Monday, March 7,2011 Deadline for parents to submit applications to schools
with entrance criteria

* Friday, April 15,2011 Pre-enrolment deadline for all district schools (K-12)

* Tuesday, April 19,2011 Random selection process for students living outside
the attendance boundaries of schools whose
registrations exceed their enrolment limits

For more information, contact the principal of your child’s school.

A\
Bright futures _
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’ { E Public board meetings at the Centre for Education, One Kingsway

Ward A Ward B Ward C Ward D Ward E Ward F Ward G WardH Ward |

Cheryl Ken Christopher Dave Heather Michael Sarah Catherine Leslie

Johner Shipka Spencer Colburn MacKenzie Janz Hoffman Ripley Cleary
Edmonton Public Schools’ Board of Trustees FEBRUARY MEETINGS

invite you to participate in the board policy review process MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

and attend board meetings to stay aware of matters affecting
the school district. As parents and community members,

you play an important role in supporting public education. 2 @ 23 24 25 26 27
28

Visit us online:

BOARD MEETING AGENDAS / COPIES OF REPORTS MARCH MEETINGS

are posted the Wednesday prior to each meeting MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN

at epsb.ca/board/agenda.shtml. 2 3 4 5 6

1
7@ 9 10 112 1

You can also join us on: 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
You

ﬁgﬁu\\ 2@ s u B % 7

facebook twitter linkedin  flickr  YouTube livestream 28 29 30 3

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK ON POLICIES

To view policies under review, click on the Please note: The schedule of board meetings

“Give us your feedback” button at www.epsb.ca. is subject to change. If you wish to confirm the
\ / date of a particular board meeting, contact the
. N\ /' Board Office at 780-429-8021. Free underground
% EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Bright futur es parking is available.
begin here

C11-2601
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Alberta Human
Rights Act

On September 1, 2010, Section 11.1 of the Alberta Human Rights Act comes
into force. The section requires school boards to notify parents where “courses
of study, educational programs or instructional materials, or instruction or
exercises include subject matter that deals primarily and explicitly with
religion, human sexuality, religious themes or sexual orientation.”

School boards must provide parents with the opportunity to exempt their
children from instruction that primarily and explicitly involves this subject
matter.

It is important to note that Section 11.1 of the Alberta Human Rights Act
does not apply to incidental or indirect references to this subject matter.

At the beginning of the school year or semester, school principals will be
sending letters to their students’ parents outlining where their children will
encounter this subject matter, along with a form parents can return if they
want their children exempted from this type of instruction.

Alberta Education has updated the Guide to Education to reflect the changes
to the Alberta Human Rights Act. Parents may wish to review pages 71 to 73
to learn more about the changes. A link to the document is available on the
district website at www.epsb.ca under District News.

A\
Bright futures
begin here

www.epsb.ca
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High School Open Houses

February

Jasper Place Honours Information Evening—Feb 3 @ 6:30 p.m.

Strathcona Advanced Placement Evening—Feb 15 @ 7 p.m.

Lillian Osborne—IB Information Night Feb 17 @7 pm Open House Feb 24 @ 7 pm
Eastglen—Advanced Placement Evening Feb 24 @ 6:30 pm

March

Victoria—March 1 @ 6:00 pm
Eastglen—March 8 @ 6:30 p.m.
Strathcona—March 8 @ 7 p.m.

Jasper Place—March 10 @ 5:30 p.m.
M.E. Lazerte—March 10 @ 6:30 p.m.
J. Percy Page—March 15 @ 6:30 p.m.
Queen Elizabeth—March 16@ 6 p.m.

B0 [14™ Averiue

'B0-408-"5800 - Fax: FR0-472-0058
Bapashy, Ca = Wnnl W e 3 2e b, cony
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AREYOU .

SOMEONE
SPECIAL SLI FE?

...........

Dads Matter — and ‘dads’ come in all different packages...
fathers, grandfathers, uncles, brothers, stepdads, etc. Are you a dad or male
role model who wants to become more involved in a child’s education?

Join Steve Davies, Head Teacher from Coopers Lane Primary School in Lewisham, England for an
entertaining and informative evening about how dads/men can fully engage in their children’s lives
—and why it’s critically important to children that they do! It’s never too late to bacome involved so

sign up today!

Tuesday, March 1 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Ramada Conference Centre (Wildrose Ballrooms)
11834 Kingsway Avenue Fes parkingin the Ramada Hotel parking iot

To register visit http://tinyud.com/dadsmatter or call Kim
at 780.429.8040. Please note that this session is for adults only.

For more information, visit www.epsb.ca/familiescommunity/ Note: Photographs may bo taken at this
ovent, whidh may be used on the Distnct’s
or http://www.ecsd.net/parents/parent_sessions.htmil wabsito and in ather publications.
Co-sponsored by: m é@%
geta : ’A
. B :oMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS WTREL o o DMONTON

cname
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How to Contact Community Building East
www.edmonton.ca

Kennedale Recreation Office Clareview Social Work Office
12830-58 Street #600A Hermitage Road

T5A 4L3 TSA 4N2

(780) 442-4972 (780) 442-4971

Assessment & ShodTerm Counselling

To speak privately with a professional social worker,

please call (780) 496-4777.

Monday to Friday: 8:30 a.m to 12:00 p.m and 1:00 p.m to 4:30 p.m

£ g )
(2__ 3‘ ﬁ. P ‘\)
‘ﬁ )

L.Y. Cairns
OPEN HOUSE

March 10, 2011
6-8pm
10510- 45 Ave.
*Programming for Opportunity Level Students*

*Years 7-12*

Please contact Barb Cameron to set up a tour for your school.
*Transportation available if required*

(780)4349561 or Barbara.Cameron@epsb.ca

Home of the Colis
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Young Authors! A here

Young Writersb©o

March 3 & 4

Teacher so6 -Gmadewv4ebn t
Satisfy your need to write with 3 authors and an
illustrator at this 2-day day camp.

March 28 & 29
Spring Break-Grades 4-6

Pursue your passion to write with 3 authors and an For more information or to register

illustrator at this 2-day day camp. The Bennett Centre
Phone 780-468-1439 or
March 30 & 31 Toll Free 1-800-664-6630
. . Fax 780-466-3370
Jun'or_H'gh Students E-mail bennett.centre@epsb.ca
Expand your writing skills with the help of www.bennettcentre.epsb.ca - see camps for
4 local authors at this 2-day day camp. printable registration form.

9703-94 St. Edmonton, AB T6C 3W1

% EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS (3 blocks east of the Muttart Conservatory)

February Events in Edmonton

COMMON GROUND - winter festival that brings people together through music,
light, stories, and old-fashioned winter fun

When: February 4th 6pm-8pm and 5th 11am-8pm

Where: Giovanni Caboto Park

For more information go to www.winterlight.ca or call 780.760.2229

SILVER SKATE FESTIVAL-Ed mont on’ s | argest and |
set in picturesque Hawrelak Park, featuring the thrill

of skate races, stunning snow sculpture, dazzling performances, stunning snow and fire
sculpture, and try-it-yourself activities.

When: Friday to Monday, February 18-21, 2011

Where: Hawrelak Park

For more information go to www.silverskate.org or call 780.760.2229

FAMILY DAY - Bring the whole family down to Churchill Square for fun shows,
horse-drawn wagon rides, free hot chocolate, play activities,

and music!

When: February 21, 2011 12-4pm

Where: Churchill Square

For more information go to www.winterlight.ca or call 780.760.2229

Learning with Responsibility, Respect and Pride
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Beacon Heights School
Thursday,
February 24th

Would you like fo learn how to sign up for comimunity resources in the area?
Did you know that you can access free childcare?

Letus show you what services are available for families & young children.
Please come join us for conversation and information.

Kindergarten Registration & Open House

Is your child 4 years of age on or before March 1st, 207112
Register now for Fall Kindergarten!
Presentation 6:00 7-00 pm.

Gelehration of Learning

Parents and community members are invited to view a showcase of student
learning in our classrooms, Join us from 3:005 7-30 pm.

BEACON HEIGHTS SCHOOL
4610-121 AVENUE
Please call our school office for more information
(7801 479-4038

N/
S8 EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Bright futures
begin here



Accountability Survey

As an annual check-up on the education system, the Account-

ability Pillar provides an opportunity for Alberta Education and

school authorities to ensure that
success.

The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting
of surveys of students, parents and teachers on various aspects
of quality; student outcomes such as dropout and high school
completion rates; and provincial assessments of student learn-
ing.

From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be
conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Survey. In January,
parents of students in grades 4, 7 and 10 will receive a survey
from Alberta Education. In February, students in grade 7 and all
teachers will be completing their surveys online at school.

All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences
with the school. In addition to English and French, the parent
survey is available in Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree,
Korean, Spanish and Tagalog.

Your participation in the survey helps provide important infor-
mation on the quality of educa-
tion your child is receiving, so we
encourage you to return your sur-
vey promptly.

Survey results will be available to
school authorities in May 2011,
and will be reported publicly as
part of their 3-Year Education
Plans and Annual Education Re-
sults Reports.

Learning with Responsibility, Respect and Pride
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DATES TO REMEMBER

PLEASE POST ON YOUR FRIDGE FOR AN EASY REFERENCE

Feb 21
Feb 25
Mar 34
Mar 7
Mar 10
Mar 24
Mar 28 - April 1
Apr 4
Apr 15
April 22
April 25
April 26-27
Apr 29
May 2-6
May 3-4
May 19
A

May 20
May 23
June 21
June 22
June 23
June 24
June 27
June 29
June 29

Family Day (No School)
Young Readers Conference

Teacherdés Convention (No School)
Progress Report #2 available on SchoolZone

Parent/Teacher Interviews

Open House

Spring Break (No School)

Classes Resume

Professional Day (No School)
Good Friday (No School)
Easter Monday (No School)
HLAT Writing Exam

Student Interim Report

Spirit Week
HLAT Reading Exam
Grade 9 LA Provincial Achievement Test Part A, 9 K & E LA Part

Day in Lieu (No School)
Victoria Day (No School)

Aboriginal Day (school in session)

Grade 9 Language Arts Part B Provincial Achievement Test, 9 K &
E LA PartB

Grade 9 Science Provincial Achievement Test, 9 K & E Science
Grade 9 Mathematics Provincial Achievement Test, 9 K & E Math
Grade 9 Social Studies Provincial Achievement Test, 9 K & E Social
Awards Ceremony @ 1:00 p.m.

Final day for students and Grade 9 Celebration, 6:00 p.m.

Final Progress Report handed out: 917 10 a.m.
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